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could be devised, provided the treaty Powers recognised her
sovereign, independent rights. She should at the same
time proclaim her tariff, open her ports and the interior of
her country, welcome foreign capital, foreign immigration,
foreign labour, and assert her sovereignty. There was no
danger, General Grant said, that Britain would make war
on Japan for a tariff. Similar opinions began to be held by
the representatives of the Foreign Powers, and it is satisfactory
to know that Great Britain was the first Power to conclude
a treaty with Japan in which she was recognised as a fully
independent Power.

The recent relations between Japan and the United States
have been somewhat disturbed by the discussion regarding
Japanese   immigration.     The   Governments   of   the   two
countries  have  remained  perfectly  friendly, but  the  riots
which have taken place on the Pacific coast on account of
the local opposition to Japanese labour have led to a good
deal of extravagant writing, not only in the American news-
papers, but also in some of those in Japan, and most absurd
rumours have been circulated regarding the future relations
of Japan and the United States,    Fortunately the good sense
of the responsible statesmen in both countries has removed
the dangers, if indeed these ever actually existed.    It would
be one of the greatest tragedies in the history of the world
should war ever break out between Japan and the United
States.    It was through the action of the United States that
Japan was re-opened to the peoples of the West, and the
two countries have always been the best of friends.    Their
material interests do not clash in any way sufficient to cause
any serious difficulty, and  the  matters about which there
has been any discussion or even the appearance of friction
are all capable of easy adjustment, if they are kept apart from
party politics and journalistic extravagances.   A few remarks
on the circumstances which led to the troubles about im-
migration will help to make the present conditions clear.

For more than half a century the United  States of
America have always been crying out for people, and the